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gt:%s:éQ. Austria, Vienna (20 November 1959)

SOURCE EVALUATIONS ARE DEFINITIVE. APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.

SOURCE: People's Party politician from Styria (F).

Appraisal of Content: 3.

1. The New Austrian Society (Neue Oesterreichische Gesellschaft),
which was formed by the reformist element within the Austrian
Peoplels Party (OeVP),was largely inactive in mid-November 1959.
This group, one of whose leaders is Governor Josef Krainer of Styria,
has been experiencing difficulty in obtaining the support of OeVP
leaders 1in all the provinces and in arriving at a unified plan of
action,

The primary aim of the reform group remains the removal of Alfred
Maleta as Party Secretary. Its secondary aim is to remove Chancellor
Julius Raab as leader of the party and to take away from Minister of
Defense Ferdinand Graf his function as OeVP propaganda director. The
group does not, however, wish to remove either Rasb or Graf from their
government offlces.

Helmut Schuster, formerly with the now defunct Oesterreichische Industriee
und Bergbauverwaltungs-Gesellschaft, a Journalist and an influential
member of the OeVP Peasants' League,is acting as Governor Krainer’s

agent in Vienna in connection with the activities of the New Austrian
Society.
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